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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from ttie mailing date of ttiis communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133), 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 October 2004 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|^ Tiiis action is non-final. 

3) Q Since tiiis application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 7^4 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 11 October 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
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Attach ment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) r~l Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20100802 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/71 1 ,865 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2871 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such 
omission amounting to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See 
MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted structural cooperative relationships are: Cooperative 
relationship between the various elements recited. For example, there no cooperative 
relationship between gear track and the motor and the LCD panel; the LCD panel and 
the receiving space and the position of the panel. Also, reciting a functional limitation 
e.g. "can be moved" "can be positioned", in an apparatus claim renders the claim 
indefinite because the function may never take place. Dependent Claims 2-4 fail to 
overcome these deficiencies. 

3. It Is suggested that Claim 1 be rewritten as follows; 

1 . A hidden liquid crystal (LCD) device, suitable for a vehicle, comprising: a first 
headrest having a hidden hollow narrow receiving space with a bottom portion 
extending from a side of the headrest; 

a gear track disposed at said bottom portion of said hidden hollow narrow 
receiving space of said first headrest; and 

an LCD panel positioned inside said hidden hollow narrow receiving space and 
connected to a motor which is connected to a gear on said gear track so that said LCD 
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panel moves in and out of said liidden liollow narrow receiving space so as to be 
exposed in a positioned between said first lieadrest and a second lieadrest whereby 
passengers inside said vehicle can watch entertainment programs displayed on said 
LCD panel when said panel Is between said first and second headrests. 

4. Such a claim would be received favorably by the Examiner as overcoming any 
technical deficiency under 35 USC 112, and further, overcoming any prior art under the 
patentability statutes under 35 USC 102, 103 that has been uncovered to date. See 
below. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Imamura et al. (US 6,758,521) shows an LCD panel positioned 
between two head rests. This reference would be clearly avoided under the patentability 
statutes of 35 USC 102, 103 upon the above claim language being adopted. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN HEYMAN whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
5730. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on 571- 272-1787. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/John Heyman/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2871 



